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Putting students first to make learning last a lifetime.  

Celebrating academics, diversity, and innovation. 

Hundreds of high school musicians from around the 

Northwest converged on Pasco’s Edgar Brown   

Stadium on Oct. 6, for the 37th annual Southeastern 

Washington Cavalcade of Bands. The event has 

become a fall tradition in the Mid-Columbia, and 

this year’s performances did not disappoint. Bands 

and color guard teams from 24 different high 

schools inWashington, Oregon, and Idaho took to 

the turf at Edgar Brown to show off their skills.  

The Cavalcade of Bands got its start back in 1981, 

thanks to a vision shared by Randy Hubbs and John 

Owen, the band directors of Pasco High School 

(PHS) and Kennewick High School (KHS). They 

wanted to put together a band field competition 

show where band students from high schools across 

the Northwest could showcase their talents and 

compete against each other. 

Edgar Brown Stadium was the site of the event that 

is co-hosted by PHS and KHS, but in 1997 the  

Cavalcade was moved to Lampson Stadium in 

Kennewick to accommodate major renovations at 

Pasco’s stadium. Since then, the Cavalcade of 

Bands has bounced between the two stadiums, with 

Kennewick hosting in odd-numbered years and 

Pasco hosting in even-numbered years. 

This year, Central Valley High School of Spokane 

was the Sweepstakes winner. The Chiawana High School band placed 3rd overall. As hosts, the Pasco High 

and Kennewick High bands did not compete, but they did perform exhibitions. PHS students also worked all 

day putting on the show, working from 5 a.m. to midnight on set-up, tear down, concessions, and other details. 

Cavalcade of Bands Fills Edgar Brown Stadium with Music 
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Pasco High School’s band served as host for the 37th annual 

Cavalcade of Bands. 

Chiawana High School’s band placed third at this year’s 

Cavalcade of Bands. 
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NEWS Positively Pasco 

 Two Pasco Middle School Students Recognized by WIAA 

Congratulations to McLoughlin Middle School’s   

Peyton Purvis and Ochoa Middle School’s Irvin     

Armenta Ramirez! Both eighth graders were 

recognized as the Middle School Star Students of 

the Month by the Washington Interscholastic  

Activities Association (WIAA). 

Purvis is an eighth grader at McLoughlin and is 

an active member of the Panthers’ student body, 

taking part in cross country, jazz band, softball 

and student leadership. 

She is one of the top cross country runners at 

McLoughlin, but more importantly, she is a lead-

er on the team who motivates others. At a recent 

practice, Purvis noticed a teammate was not feeling up 

to the workout, so she decided to stay back and help 

him finish, offering inspiring words the whole way. 

“She shows up every day, ready to work,” says 

McLoughlin Middle School athletic director Travis 

Elliott. “She also pushes and encourages others to be 

the best version of themselves.” 

Teachers have also recognized Purvis’ spirit and posi-

tivity, noting that she excels in the classroom and al-

ways remains positive. 

Irvin Armenta Ramirez is an eighth grader at Ochoa 

Middle School and competes on the Rockets’ boys 

soccer team. Last month, Ramirez witnessed a fellow 

classmate choking on a piece of food at lunchtime and 

jumped into action, successfully performing the   

heimlich maneuver. After the incident, Ramirez pro-

vided a calming presence for people nearby and 

walked his fellow classmate to the nurse’s office. 

 

Ramirez has also shown a strong level of dedication, 

immersing himself in a new country, language and 

school after moving to Ochoa in seventh grade. 

Teachers say he has picked up the language while 

keeping his grades up, and is not afraid to ask for extra 

help when needed. 

“He may be little in stature and a little loud in the hall-

ways, but he has a huge heart when it comes to his 

family, his friends, and his classmates,” says Ochoa 

Middle School athletic director Carolynn Jones. 

Congratulation to both Peyton and Irvin for receiving 

this impressive honor! 

#PROUDofPASCO 

McLoughlin Middle School eighth grader Peyton    

Purvis was recognized during a morning assembly on          

October 5. 

Ochoa Middle School eighth grader Irvin Armenta Ramirez 

was recognized during a lunchtime assembly on October 10. 
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Chiawana Students Place 3rd in Connect Tri-Cities STEM Competition 

Congratulations to the team of four     

Chiawana High School freshmen who 

placed third at the Connect Tri-Cities 

STEM competition on October 3. As part 

of the competition, teams had to devise a 

solution to escape from an island with an 

erupting volcano. 

A total of seven teams from Chiawana  

participated in the competition. The team 

of Daniel Alvarado, Isaiah Espinoza,     

Jaedee Gonsalves and Karisia Ochoa  

finished third and each student will receive 

$500 in scholarship money for their efforts. 

 

Frost Elementary students (from left 

to right) Clarissa Madrigal, Jerico 

Valdez, Juan Corona, Abigail     

Tlasmanteco, Hennessy Jimenez, 

Achilles Jimenez, Ester            

Barbarosh, Rachel Barbarosh, 

Genaro Moguel and Monserrat 

Moguel led the flag salute at the 

Board of Directors meeting on     

October 9.  

Saluting Students 
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 PSD Earns 12th Consecutive Partnership District Award 

For the 12th year in a row, the 

Pasco School District’s School 

and Family Partnerships program 

has earned a Partnership District 

Award from the National Network 

of Partnership Schools (NNPS) at 

Johns Hopkins University for 

2018.  

“This is Pasco School District’s 

12th annual Partnership District 

award, a remarkable achievement 

that recognizes the strength of 

your     district’s commitment to a 

culture of partnerships in all schools,” says Dr. Joyce 

L. Epstein, director and found of the national program. 

“As you know, repeat award winners must continue to 

show that they are improving their partnership       

programs from year to year. By doing so, you have 

solidified your district’s reputation as a national leader 

on partnership program development.” 

Once again, two District-level programs will be fea-

tured in the NNPS national publication Promising 

Partnership Practices 2018. They include “ATP in 

One Click,” a short video that provides an overview of 

the ATP program, and “Leading by Example,” a   

comprehensive communication plan to help ATP 

chairpersons. In addition, a total of eight Pasco 

schools will also be featured in the Promising       

Partnership Practices national publication for their 

outstanding Action Team for Partnerships programs. 

This year, ATP programs from Curie, Emerson,     

Livingston, Markham, Robinson and Twain elemen-

tary schools will be featured, along with ATP         

programs from Ochoa and Stevens middle schools. 

In fact, Pasco schools and the district have been repre-

sented in every edition of the Promising Partnership 

Practices publication since 2006, and more than 90 

excellent Pasco activities have been shared nationally 

by NNPS.  

To learn more about Pasco’s School and Family    

Partnerships program, visit the Action Team for    

Partnership page under the “Students &Families” tab 

on the district website, www.psd1.org. 

The Action Team for Partnerships (ATP) from eight Pasco Schools were recog-

nized at the Board of Directors meeting on Oct. 9. 

#BuildingtheFuture 

Crews continue to make good progress at the              

Elementary #16 construction site. 

As you can see in these photos, the extension of    

Massey Drive that flanks the south end of the campus 

has been paved. Workers have also laid down the con-

crete base floor for the gymnasium. Waterproofing ma-

terial has been applied to the foundation walls, and 

crews are also installing the infrastructure for the main 

electrical room.  

You can follow the construction progress on our web-

site at www.psd1.org/BondProjects. 

https://www.psd1.org
https://www.psd1.org/BondProjects
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NEWS Positively Pasco 

Legislative Task Force Visits Curie STEM Elementary, Early Learning Center 

Members of the state legislature’s Joint        

Legislative Task Force on Improving Funding 

for School Construction traveled to the          

Tri-Cities on Sept. 27 to visit several recently 

completed school construction projects in the 

area, including Pasco’s Early Learning Center. 

The Task Force was formed after the 2018   

legislative session with the goal of developing a 

state school construction assistance program that supports the con-

struction and preservation of schools, and also balances the state 

and local share of school construction and preservation costs, 

while taking a district’s financial capacity into account. 

The Task Force also toured Curie STEM Elementary and visited 

the construction sites for the soon-to-be built Elementary #16,  

Elementary #17, and Middle School #4. After the tour, the Task 

Force held a public meeting at the ESD 123 headquarters in Pasco 

to discuss their observations. 

Members of the Task Force include Sen. Jim Honeyford                 

(R-Sunnyside), Sen. Jamie Pedersen (D-Seattle), Sen. Hans     

Zeiger (R-Puyallup), Rep. Monica Stonier (D-Vancouver),       

Rep. Mike Steele (R-Chelan), and Rep. Marcus Riccelli             

(D-Spokane). 

Curie STEM Elementary Principal Valerie Aragon led state     

lawmakers on a tour through her school on Sept. 27. 

State lawmakers also visited Pasco’s Early 

Learning Center. 

October is Learning Disabilities Awareness Month 

Did you know that one out of every five students in the U.S. has 

learning or attention issues? This includes the 2.5 million students 

who have specific learning disabilities like dyslexia, dysgraphia, and 

dyscalculia. It also includes the six million students who have been 

diagnosed with ADHD (Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder). 

If you have concerns that your child (ages 0-21) may have a learning 

disability, or if you have any other disability concerns, please contact 

your child’s school or the Pasco School District Special Services  

office at (509) 543-6703 for more information on resources that are 

available. 
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 PSD Special Services to Offer Special Education Parent Navigator Training 

Are you the parent of a child that receives or has received special educa-

tion services? Have you ever wished you had a support person who could 

help you navigate and understand the special education system? 

Here is your opportunity to be that person! The Pasco School District 

special education department is recruiting parents to become special edu-

cation parent navigators. These navigators will be equipped with the 

knowledge needed to help new parents through the special educa-

tion process. We invite anyone who might be interested in becoming a 

PSD parent navigator to register for the training. 

After completing the training, you can decide if you would like to be add-

ed to the District’s list as an official parent partner. Attending the training 

does not require you to sign up to become an official parent partner. 

The two-day training will be presented in English, but Spanish translation will be available. The focus is to 

work specifically with bilinugual families. The training sessions will be held at the Booth Administration 

Building on Friday, October 26 from 5-8 p.m., and on Saturday, October 27 from 9 a.m.–2 p.m. The training 

will cover what a parent partner is, the role of the partner, and training in the IEP process. Greg Abell from 

Sound Options, an OSPI funded organization, will be providing this training. Pasco School District is excited 

to be the first school district in eastern Washington to provide this service. Meals and snacks will be provided 

during both days of training. 

To register for the training, please call Joaquin Moreno in the Special Services office at (509) 543-6703, or 

email him at jomoreno@psd1.org. If you have questions or need more information, please contact Tracy Wil-

son, Executive Director of Special Services, at (509) 543-6703 or twilson@psd1.org. 

mailto:jomoreno@psd1.org
mailto:twilson@psd1.org


 

 

Board Notes 9-25-18 
 
Study Session 

• The board continued their discussion of their Annual District Objectives.  
 
Reports 

• Susana Reyes provided an update to the board on the athletic fields designs for Middle School #4 and the Stevens Middle 
School replacement project. 

• Steve Story provided an update to the board on the bus lease program that will be used for bus replacements. 
 
Extended Study/Discussion 

• Sarah Thornton provided information to the board in response to a public comment request concerning board elections and the 
Washington Voting Rights Act.. 

 
Consent Agenda was approved with: 
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of 2019 High School graduation dates; Approval of Overnight Student Travel for: Pasco 
High School band students to compete in the marching band competition in Mukilteo, WA; Pasco High School DECA students to 
attend Fall Leadership Conference in Bellevue, WA; Pasco High School Drama Club to attend Inland Northwest Theatre Arts Festi-
val in Spokane, WA; Stevens Middle School Natural Helpers to attend Ghormley Meadows Camp in Rimrock, WA.   
 

Board Notes 10-9-18 
 
Study Session 

• Randy Nunamaker updated the board on the construction costs for the 2017 Bond projects.  
 
Special Recognition 

• Shane Edinger presented a special recognition for the 12th consecutive Partnership District Award from the National Network 
of Partnership Schools (NNPS) at Johns Hopkins University. Eight Pasco schools and their Action Team for Partnerships are 
also featured in the NNPS publication Promising Partnership Practices 2018. 

 
Reports 

• Kristi Docken updated the board on the district’s pre-kindergarten programs, and provided a review of the district’s kindergar-
ten registration event that was held in June. 

 
Extended Study/Discussion 

• Robin Hay provided information to the board about the name suggestions that have been submitted for Elementary #16 and 
Elementary #17. 

 
Consent Agenda was approved with: 
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of Pasco School Board of Directors Legislative Priorities; Approval of Emerson, Frost and 
Whittier Elementary Schools Security Upgrade Change Order No. 1; Approval of Overnight Out of State Student Travel for Chia-
wana High School FFA students to attend FFA National Conference and Competitions in Indianapolis, IN; Approval of Overnight 
Student Travel for Chiawana High School DECA students to attend Fall Leadership Conference in Bellevue, WA.   

 
Board meetings are broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You can view the 
schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule. The City of Pasco is also streaming the meetings at: www.pasco-wa.gov/
psctvOnDemand. The meetings are also posted on the District YouTube channel: Pasco Schools. 
 
Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. (the only exceptions being December and July). 

Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly scheduled board meetings at 4:30 p.m.  

Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at www.psd1.org/domain/24 

Upcoming Events: Oct. 22-26: National School Bus Safety Week 

Oct. 23: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m. 

Oct. 30: VIP Day - Markham Elementary: 8:45 a.m.-12 p.m. 

Oct. 31: Halloween 

Nov. 6: Election Day 

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: Pasco School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, age, 

religion, color, national origin, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of trained dog 

guide or service animal. Pasco School District provides equal access to the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and other designated youth groups. Questions 

and complaints of alleged discrimination should be addressed to the following designated employees: Title IX and Civil Rights Compliance Officer 

Sarah Thornton, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700, sthornton@psd1.org; or Section 504 coordinator Charlotte Stingley, 1215 W. 

Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700, cstingley@psd1.org. Nondiscrimination policies are available at the links listed above and 

www.psd1.org.  

http://www.psd1.org/domain/24
mailto:sthornton@psd1.org
mailto:cstingley@psd1.org
http://www.psd1.org

